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September 2007
Funding education and
providing support for
children living in the slums
of Nairobi whose lives are
affected by HIV/AIDS.

Friends of Ngong Road pairs each
U.S. sponsor with a specific child,
giving sponsors a direct role in the
child’s life.

Introducing the Friends of
Ngong Road Scholarship Fund

In August, Friends of Ngong Road
celebrated its first birthday and
received a $2,500 donation to
launch our scholarship fund. This
scholarship fund is important
because it helps us keep your
donation at the current $500 per
child. We appreciate any help you
can give to grow this fund:

Three Areas of Need

Primary boarding schools are
common in Kenya. Children from
all walks of life attend them for a
variety of reasons. However, our
top performing students will have a
better chance at gaining entry to a
strong secondary school if they
attend boarding schools (which
provide a more intense and
controlled learning environment) in
7th and 8th grades. Although one
of our criteria is to admit children
who are in a stable family
environment, sometimes their
situation changes and they find
themselves in an untenable position
due to violence, death of a parent
or neglect. In these cases it may
be desirable to send children to
boarding school.

Secondary schools (high schools)
are typically boarding schools. We
need funds to supplement the $500
sponsorship as our student’s
progress.

Post-secondary education will also
require scholarship funds. We are
committed to educating the
children in our program until they

Progress Update: Friends of Ngong Road
Now Sponsoring More Than 140 Children

We are happy to announce that through the generosity of our sponsors there are now
140 children in the program. Our goal for the January term is to have 180 children
enrolled.

How Can You Help?

We are establishing chapters in Wisconsin and Massachusetts (story follows), and are
looking to establish additional chapters throughout America. Please get involved in
your chapter or work with us to found a chapter in your city. Contact us at:
info@ngongroad.org and tell us how you would like to get involved!

are employable. This means
attending technical school, college or
university. We will need additional
funds to support children in these post-
secondary schools.

Children Are Waiting

Our team in Kenya has developed a
list of 20 children they believe would
benefit from boarding school, which
starts Jan. 1, 2008. The cost of sending
these children to boarding school will
add approximately $10,000 to our
annual budget, or $500 per child.

Michelle is our First

Michelle Akinyi is the only student in
the program currently enrolled in
boarding school. Michelle’s home
situation was abusive and it became
clear that if we wanted Michelle to
stay in the program she would have to
be removed from her home.

The boarding school Michelle attends
is about 100 km from Nairobi. Paula
Meyer and Sarah McKenzie had the
opportunity to visit her there during
their June trip. The school’s head-
master shared impressive academic
results with them. But seeing Michelle’s
happiness and appreciation for all we
have done was certainly the strongest
endorsement of this decision.

Newsletter

Michelle Akinyi - our first boarding school
student is thriving and happy.

Contributions Needed

Friends of Ngong Road hopes to keep
children in a family setting as long as
possible – ideally through primary school
(8th grade). However, we know that
some children will benefit greatly from
boarding school and Michelle is just
such a child. We are excited about
launching our Scholarship Fund and
hope you will consider making a
contribution.
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See our website for more
information: www.ngongroad.org
and make a contribution today
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Volunteer Vacation Update
Save the Date: Join Us for a Life-
Changing Volunteer Vacation –

August 2008!

Rescheduling

After discussion with a number of our
sponsors, we have rescheduled the
Volunteer Vacation for Ngong Road
sponsors to August 2008. Many
sponsors expressed interest in the
Volunteer Vacation but could not
travel during the Christmas holidays.
We are now targeting an Aug. 9
departure, returning around Aug. 30.

What is a Volunteer Vacation?

A Volunteer Vacation is a special trip to
Kenya where we will experience the
culture of Nairobi and help operate a
summer holiday camp for the children
sponsored by the Friends of Ngong
Road. We will also have the opportunity
to see the fantastic wildlife of Africa
while on safari in luxurious bush camps
in Kenya and Tanzania.

The Holiday Camp

We will be teaching the kids games,
crafts and scholastic subjects during
the day as well as running a number of
fun activities like a carnival and talent
contest. We will be enjoying a first-
hand exchange of U.S. and Kenyan
culture as the kids show us how to play
some of their games and share their

view of life. Visiting sponsors who have
traveled to Africa tell us that meeting these
kids is a truly captivating and meaningful
experience.

The Safari

After operating the five-day camp, we will
depart for wildlife viewing in a wonderful
way: staying on the grounds in bush camps in
some of the best wilderness parks in Africa.
We will be offering three different wilderness
camp destinations at great group rates.

For those who considered joining us on the
December trip, you will be pleased to note
some of the advantages of traveling in
August 2008 include:

1. Lower-cost charter airfare rates and
group booking

2. Travel during the U.S. vacation
season

3. Wildlife at the height of their great
migration season

More details coming soon!

This could be your trip of a lifetime. Hurry,
spots are filling up. We have received a
number of commitments to the August trip
already. If you’re interested, contact
twgleason@gmail.com and get on the pre-
registration list today!

To sustain our growth in recruiting sponsors, Friends of Ngong Road launched a
fundraising chapter in Wisconsin with an event in Milwaukee and in Appleton in
early September. Rochelle Lamm and Kari Jensen have generously agreed to
serve as co-chairs of this new chapter. Their goal is to tell the Ngong Road
story throughout the state, thereby broadening our sponsor community and
benefiting more wonderful and deserving Kenyan children.

“What I find especially appealing about Friends of Ngong Road is how
personal it is,” said Lamm. “It means a lot to my daughter and me to build a
relationship with our child over time and to contribute to her long-term
success.” Jensen visited Nairobi in January and spent two weeks with Peter
Ndungu, visiting families and schools and offering ideas for program
enhancements. “It is hard to believe that $500 could actually be the
difference between a child having a chance and having no chance, but
that’s how I see it. Friends of Ngong Road is supporting a very vulnerable
population of children and the money goes a very long way in Kenya!”

If you’re interested in hosting an event, starting a chapter in your state, or just
getting more involved with Friends of Ngong Road, please contact Paula
Meyer at paularmeyer@yahoo.com.

Friends of Ngong Road Launches Wisconsin Chapter

Kari Jensen and Rochelle Lamm
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What Happens When
Guardians Die?
One of the unfortunate facts of life for
children in the Ngong Road Children’s
Association is that their guardians are
often HIV positive and death is an
ever-present threat. In the past
quarter, two girls in the program lost
their sole surviving parent – in both
cases, their mothers.

Monica & Irene

Monica Wanjiku has moved in with her
sister who is about 30 years old. She
has an uncle living nearby who has
also agreed to help. Irene Mwelu has
moved in with a brother.

We will be working to place these
children in boarding school in
January. When we meet with
guardians as children are admitted to
the program one of the questions we

ask is whether they have made plans
for care of the child in the event they,
as the current parent or guardian, die.
Most of the time very little thought has
been given to this very real possibility.
And when a parent or guardian
becomes ill, we increase the urgency
of the discussion. After death, we
assist the family members who have
agreed to care for the displaced
child.

The Scholarship Fund

This is why the scholarship fund, described
earlier in this newsletter, is essential for
these children. When they become
orphaned, the fund allows us to move
them into boarding school -- a more
stable, certain environment. Often,
siblings or other family members will then
agree to a short-term caretaking role, in
the hope that longer-term they will only be
responsible for the child on school
holidays.

Early Supporters

Dot Burns and her husband, Karl,
were early supporters of Friends of
Ngong Road. They met Peter
Ndungu long before Friends of
Ngong Road and Ngong Road
Children’s Association were born.
Peter spent two years in the United
States studying at Luther Seminary in
St. Paul, MN with Dot and Karl’s
daughter and he ultimately became
an extension of the Burns family.
When Peter told them about the
program they signed up right away.

Monica (left) and Irene (right)

Seeing a Need

Early this year Dot asked whether the
children in Nairobi could use quilts.
Nairobi’s high altitude means it gets quite
cool in the evening and many of the
Ngong Road children have no blankets or
bedding. Peter jumped at the chance to
get each of them a quilt.

In June, Sarah McKenzie and Paula Meyer
arrived in Nairobi with duffle bags stuffed
with 18 quilts. The Ngong Road Children’s
Association staff delivered quilts to the
neediest families. Now, Dot and her
quilters have completed 50 more quilts
with a goal of sewing one for each child in
the program.

Small Congregations Pitching In

Who is doing this good work? Here’s how
Dot describes her group: “Our small
church, Scandia Lutheran, is in rural Averill,
MN. The membership is 38 people with 20
who are very active. We also have
quilters from Concordia, a neighboring
congregation, and we have two men
who tie quilts with us, so there are usually
between five and nine people working on
the quilts. Most tops are made in our
homes and put together and tied at the
church. We always share a pot luck
lunch. We joke and have a lot of fun while
we are busy with the quilt tying!

Our oldest quilter is 88 and a double
amputee. Doris quilts on her kitchen table
all winter and in her garage in the
summer. She makes many of the tops we
send to Kenya. My husband and our
organist who are both 81 also help.

Quilts for Ngong Road Children
Friends of Ngong Road has received many kinds of support from our wonderful volunteers. Here is the story of a small group of
people making a big impact:

We also have two ladies in their 70's who
are very busy volunteering in many local
charities, yet also quilt with us, Katie has
made many tops and Irene ties, and is just
learning the ropes of measuring and
cutting material for tops. The three of us
are in our 60's, and while I make tops,
Dennis ties and Diane, who has just joined
us and is completely dedicated, has in
two weeks already learned to make tops
and is very eager to keep working hard for
Peter’s kids in Kenya”.

A big thanks to the quilters of Scandia
Lutheran and Concordia!

Peter and children with
their new quilt

The Averill Quilting Club


