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Thank you to our sponsors!

To keep our sponsors informed about the progress we’re making at Friends of Ngong Road we
are delighted to provide you with this inaugural edition of our quarterly electronic newsletter.
Our intention is to use it as a means of keeping you in the loop – telling you about the children,
their schooling and their lives in Kenya, as well as important news about our organization.

We encourage you to send us your comments and questions. Tell us what information we can
include to keep you involved with your Ngong Road child. Don’t hesitate to contact us at
www.ngongroad.org or kkale@comcast.net.

U.S. Board of Friends of Ngong Road

Ngong Road Children’s Association Opens Office

Friends of Ngong Road, the American-based fundraising
arm of which you are a sponsor, supports a sister
organization in Kenya called Ngong Road Children’s
Association. On January 11 Ngong Road Children’s
Association opened an office on Ngong Road. They had
a wonderful celebration (shown at right) and hosted
about 35 visitors including Paula Meyer. All the members
of the Kenya Board were present and shared a few
words as did other distinguished visitors from the
community.

Since they opened the office, it has become a meeting
place for families whose children are in the program and for the schools they attend. The office
is a single room that is large enough for three desks and a small seating area for two. They have
had up to 10 visitors every day making it a very busy place. Usually when people go there they
have a problem of some kind – a family needs food or help with a medical emergency or
another issue. Though a significant expense for our young program, the office is quickly
becoming a focal point for the community.

More Progress! Class of 60 to Be Added in May

In Kenya, children can begin school in both January and
May. We are now actively recruiting sponsors for our second
class of 60. If you know anyone who would like to be part of
Friends of Ngong Road, please refer them to our website at
www.ngongroad.org. Or, send an email to Board members
Paula Meyer at paularmeyer@yahoo.com, Keith Kale at
kkale@comcast.net, Sarah McKenzie at
sarahmmckenzie@hotmail.com or Sue Tjornehoj at
pastor.sue@juno.com.
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Boards of Directors

Friends of Ngong Road has a small working Board as does Ngong Road Children’s Association in
Kenya. Here is a brief biography of our Board members.

Kenya Board of Directors: Ngong Road Children’s Association

Left to right:
Rose Lord, former business woman and now full-
time volunteer and mother
Emmanuel Gatimu, works for Cel-Tel, the largest
telephone company in Kenya
Susan Wanjiku, landlord in and resident of
Ngondo
Rev. Peter Ndungu, Lutheran pastor and
Executive Director

U.S. Board of Directors: Friends of Ngong Road

Left to right:
Rev. Susan Tjornehoj, Lutheran pastor
Sarah McKenzie, executive with Ameriprise
Financial
Paula Meyer, retired financial services executive
Keith Kale, marketing and strategic planning
consultant

What is the plan for handling health issues?

In the updates you have received about your children, many have medical problems (from
simple things like a toothache to HIV/AIDS). Members of the Kenya Board recently visited all 60
families and, through this process, developed an inventory of current problems. We have
identified free clinics for most problems and when a child’s guardian cannot follow up on the
issue, we do. Last week several children visited both medical and eye doctors. Longer term,
we are trying to develop a Saturday check-up program in which medical students would come
and examine all the children periodically. We’ll keep you posted on our progress. But please
know this is a very important issue for the organization as a healthy student is a better student.
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Staying in touch with your Ngong Road Child

Ngong Road Children's Association has opened a post office box so now you can send a letter
directly to your child if you wish. The address is:

Ngong Road Children's Association
P.O. Box 1765 Karen
00502 Nairobi, Kenya
Attention: Name of Child

We recommend against sending anything of value though photos are fine and the children
appreciate them.

We have adopted a new policy and ask that all sponsors refrain from sending money directly to
your child. We have not been clear about this up to now but we
have learned in the past year that when money is sent we don't know how it is used. Ngong
Road Children's Association never gives money to the children or their families - they give food,
uniforms, books, etc. If there is something special you would like to have done for your child, we
ask that you do it through the Program.

A Reliable Vehicle for Pastor Peter

Currently we are using Pastor Peter’s old Toyota
for all our transportation needs. He frequently
takes the children on errands – to the doctors, to
the dentists, to buy shoes each year and even
for fun outings (see next page). The Toyota
frequently breaks down on the Nairobi roads
which are in horrific condition. We have started
a fund-raising project to buy a used SUV for
Pastor Peter which will be about $20,000 (cars
are expensive in Kenya). This project is being led
by Rev. Gene Hermeier (ghhrfh@mchsi.com).
Please contact him if you would like to
contribute.


